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SUBJECT: SEATO - THE LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL REPS 

1 . IN A SOLEMN AND UNCEREMONIOUS GATHERING AT THE NEAR-EMPTY 
SEATO HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, THE REMAINING ACTIVE MEMBERS OF 
SEATO HALD THEIR FINAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES MEETING ON 
JUNE 22. THE AGENDA FOR THE MEETING WAS BRIEF; THAILAND'S 
PIRAPHONG KASEMSI WAS IN THE CHAIR. FOLLOWING AGREEMENT TO 
REEER TO THE PERMANENT WORKING GROUP EOR DRAFTING THE REVISIONS 
TO A PRESS RELEASE ON THE CLOSURE OF THE ORGANIZATION, EACH 
OF THE COUNCIL REPS SPOKE BRIEFLY OF HIS ASSICIATION WITH 
SEATO. TWO HAD SPENT PARTS OP THEIR EARLY CAREERS WORKING 
AT SEATO, AND ALL REFLECTED SOMEHWAT NOSTALGICALLY ON THE 
ORGANIZATION AND ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS. EACH EXPRESSED APPRE- 
CIATION TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SECRETARIAT EOR THE 
WORK THEY HAD PERFORMED, PARTICULARLY THE DIFFICULT TASK 
OF PRESIDING OVER THE CLOSURE OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

PHILLIPPINES REP AMBASSADOR YAN IN THE MEETING'S 

MOST LENGTHY DELIVERY SPOKE OP THE PASSING ON OF AN HISTORIC 
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ERA SPANNING 23 YEARS OF CHANGE. YAN SAID THAT WITH THE 
BENEFIT OF HINDSIGHT, IT MAY BE EASY TO CRITICIZE SEATO 
IN THE COLD WAR ERA, BUT THE VERDICT OF THE PHILIPPINE 
GOVERNMENT WAS THAT SEATO HAD SERVED ITS MEMBERS WELL. 

NO MEMBER HAD SUCCUMBED TO EXTERNAL AGGRESSION, AND THE 
REGIONAL MEMBERS HAD WITHSTOOD THREATS OF INSURGENCY. 
ALTHOUGH ALL RECOGNIZED THAT NEW REALITIES REQUIRED NEW 
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APPROACHES, THE MANILA PACT WOULD REMAIN "AS A REMINDER 
THAT EREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE WILL EIGHT AND DIE FOR THEIR 
WAY OE LIEE." 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER UPPADIT WILL HOST A DINNER EOR THE 
COUNCIL REPS ON JUNE 24, AND SEATO SECRETARY-GENERAL SUNTHON 
WIL HOLD A SIMILAR AEFAIR ON JUNE 27. AT DUSK ON JUNE 30 
THE ELAGS OE THE MEMBER NATIONS WILL BE LOWERED AS USUAL, 

AND ON JULY 1 ONLY THE THAI FLAG WILL BE RAISED. THE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING PURCHASED BY THE RTG WILL BE OCCUPIED 
BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AEAAIRS AND SEVERAL OE THE 
MINISTRY'S DEPARTMENTS AS SOON AS THE AIR CONDITIONER CAN 
BE REPAIRED. THE TEXT OF THE FINAL PRESS STATEMENT WILL 
BE SENT TO CAPITALS EOR SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE ON JUNE 30. 
EMBASSY WILL FORWARD TEXT AS SOON AS WORDING IS AGREED UPON. 
WHITEHOUSE 


LIMITED OFEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLIANCE, CLOSURE OF OFFICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGK013823 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770226-0091 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770623/aaaaauca.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a9894977-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2048849 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEATO - THE LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL REPS 
TAGS: MARR, XC, SEATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a9894977-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



